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New England Feeding New England

• Goal: To expand and fortify the region's food supply and 
distribution systems to ensure the availability of adequate, 
affordable, socially and culturally appropriate products 
under a variety of rapidly changing climate, environmental, 
and public health conditions. 



The Project – 1st 2-3 years

• Objective 1: Inventory and map ongoing projects, policy 
conversations, and best practices for conducting emergency 
feeding operations in each state; as well as responses to 
COVID-19 induced supply chain disruptions. Connect these 
practices to existing climate action / resiliency / emergency 
preparedness plans in each state and the region – to codify 
approaches for future events.



The Project – 1st 2-3 years

• Objective 2: Identify and quantify product category milestones 
necessary to produce and distribute 35% of the food needed 
by New Englanders, within New England, by 2035. Seek 
agreement on these milestones, and develop state-by-state 
roadmaps of build out (infrastructure, financing, etc.) and 
begin implementation.



The Project – 1st 2-3 years

• Objective 3: Amplify existing regional efforts to implement 
best practices for reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
attributed to food production, processing, and distribution. 
Lead state and regional level policy development efforts that 
are aimed at increasing production efficiency and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions at the same time.



2021 Vermont Legislative Opportunity

Local Food System Consideration in Emergency Planning

1. Instructs the VAAFM to expand what is included in the Vermont Emergency Management Plan: VAAFM Annex 
and call for:
• Plans for supporting agricultural and processed food production expansion in the state in order to mitigate 

the impacts of food supply chain disruptions
• Plans which include instructions for making food products available to residents as well as instructions for 

increasing food production within the state
• Developed in collaboration with other appropriate state agencies and NPOs
• May lead other VEMP Annexes or the main VEMP to include language about planning for food security

2. Instructs the VAAFM to work with partners to collect information about all of the emergency feeding 
operations that were coordinated and ‘stood up’ during the COVID-19 pandemic, to capture lessons learned 
and best practices to be used during future emergency events.



More Info:
• New England State Food System Planners Partnership – new 

website will launch in mid-February, 2021 here: 
http://www.nefoodsystemplanners.org/

• Food Security Brief in the new Vermont Agriculture & Food 
System Strategic Plan 2021-2030  (available after Feb 8th)
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/resources/collections/farm-to-plate-2-0-strategic-plan

• Contact VT Sustainable Jobs Fund / VT Farm to Plate  

http://www.nefoodsystemplanners.org/
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/resources/collections/farm-to-plate-2-0-strategic-plan
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